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In 2007 Westminster lost at appeal the
retention of the façades of the Tuscan and
Marylebone Road Baths. The Society
supported their case and hoped that
fragments of these Victorian buildings would
be incorporated into the new design for the
Magistrates’ Courts. We stated that, “We
must ensure that the permitted building is a
suitable landmark for this important use and
situation. Its modern character should
carefully complement the local historical
context andt provide Marylebone Magistrates’
Courts with a building of exceptional Civic
Architecture.”
Our main objection was that the site was
over-developed. We felt that too much of the
overall site had been assigned to affordable
housing, resulting in the Magistrates’
Courts building being compromised. The set
back front entrance courtyard seemed small
and the vehicular access and drop off at this
busy junction potentially problematic. In

design terms some felt the ‘International’
style of the façades lacked local context and
that the north-facing ‘brise soleil’ was not
appropriate in this location or orientation.
With the Courts approaching completion and
the scaffolding down the building is finally
revealed and we can now examine the
evidence before us.
As built, the building is exactly as Hurd
Rolland Partnership’s computer generated
images proposed. The limestone rectilinear
façade dominates the streetscape, is visually
striking and seen in the setting western
sunlight gleams brightly, conveying civic
pride and legal weight. This is evidently a
high quality material, well detailed and in
terms of mass and proportion the screen
comfortably abuts the neighbouring curved
glass stairwell. Located at the junction of Old
Marylebone Road and alongside the curved
1930s London Underground offices it could,
however, have been much more dynamic if it

had followed a true arc instead of being
partially chamfered. Concerns about
pollution or pigeons defacing the screen and
the use of the arcade for anti-social
behaviour will no doubt be dealt with by the
strong arm of the law.
A huge hand-carved stone crest heralds the
entrance. Set back this creates a convenient
space for court users to congregate but has
the disadvantage of not being visible when
approaching the building obliquely. As
anticipated the courtyard is not large but it
leads to a lofty internal glazed atrium and
series of overlapping public galleries where
people can also meet and wait. The internal
finishes of walnut panelling, structural
glazing, stone floors and bespoke furniture
promise suitable formal, distinctive
interiors.
The restoration of the original court building
at 179 Marylebone Road is also almost
complete and has truly brought the building

MARYLEBONE MAGISTRATES’ COURTS

“A L L R I S E ”

The Courts near completion.

Continued overleaf.

       



a century of changing styles and politics.
It was an ideal opportunity to see how
historic buildings can be upgraded and
adapted to 21st century needs and I feel
sure that a good architect could make this
possible within the Old Marylebone
Library Annexe. The trip involved
meeting many librarians and library users
and brought home just how important
libraries are, as neutral ground, providing
‘aspirational’, educational and practical
services, for all communities.
The idea of locating a new library on the
Moxon Street site is still being
considered by Westminster and whilst
many people do think this could be
desirable we do not understand (and have
repeatedly asked Westminster for an
explanation) how it makes financial sense
to build a new bespoke public library on
perhaps the most expensive open site in
Central London instead of refurbishing
the historic, purpose-built library. 
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The Marylebone Summer Fayre presents
an ideal opportunity to meet local
residents and discuss current projects and
planning proposals in Marylebone; the
outcomes of which will affect us all;
visually, practically, financially and
environmentally.
There are four important sites in
Marylebone which are all owned by
Westminster Council and are currently
either under review or being marketed for
sale. We have written to Westminster’s
Strategic Property Director and Director
of Finance urging them to consider these
sites together and not in isolation, as their
future uses need to complement each
other, as well as provide the best possible
services for Marylebone’s residents. We
displayed the options for these sites on
our stall at the fayre and conducted our
own consultation to find out what local
people think. Top of everyone’s agenda
were the two questions “What is

happening with Marylebone Library?”
and “How can we protect open spaces in
Marylebone?”
The Council House and Old Library are
going through a second stage of
negotiations with potential bidders and
whilst Westminster cannot name who has
expressed an interest, we are aware that
at least two educational establishments
and six hotel groups have made offers and
proposals as to how the sites could be
developed. Some are willing to include a
library and wedding registry facility
within their development and we are still
hopeful that the successful scheme will
respect the overwhelming majority of
local people’s wishes and include these
public functions within the proposed
development. 
In April I took part in a trip organised by
the 20th Century Society to visit ten
public libraries across London, built over

Future of Council House still Up in the Air.

The Old Court House from Lisson Grove.

Ph
ot

o:
:c

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 W

es
tm

in
st

er
 C

ity
 A

rc
hi

ve
s.

FROM
THE CHAIR: 

A MASTER PLAN
FOR

WESTMINSTER?

to life; it seems to be almost bursting
through the new limestone walls which
frame it. The stone and brickwork have been
carefully cleaned and internal features
restored or replicated. When viewed from
Lisson Grove, beyond the silhouetted
existing trees, its setting is as it must have
been when it was built in 1850. The courts
will become operational in September 2011
and we look forward to them becoming the
judicial centre for the whole of Westminster.
We also welcome the regenerative and
employment opportunities this will bring to
Marylebone.



Sir Simon Milton 
The Society was saddened to hear of the
death in April of Sir Simon Milton,
former Leader of Westminster City
Council.  

Simon became a councillor shortly after
coming down from Cambridge where he
was chairman of the university
Conservative Association. He went on
to serve as Leader for eight years
earning his reputation as an astute, able,
caring and highly respected politician.
He was knighted for his services to local
government.  
Taking on the role of Boris Johnson’s
Deputy Mayor he brought competence
to the administration of London
government leading on issues such as
the London Plan and Crossrail. ‘It is
hard to think of anyone in politics who
commanded such universal respect and
admiration from people of all parties’
said Boris. 

Simon didn’t seek the limelight or put
on airs. He would quietly observe and
diplomatically intervene where
necessary. As Ken Livingstone said ‘I
always enjoyed working with him
because he was interested in what was
best for Westminster and London ‘. 

Throughout his political career Simon
was supported by his partner, Robert
Davis, currently Deputy Leader of
Westminster Council – their skills and
interests complementary and sustaining 

Carolyn Keen
(Former WCC Councillor)
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offers Section 106 money to improve and
re-landscape the gardens. This would be
an ideal opportunity to redesign the
Luxborough Street playground and join
the two open spaces.
Westminster is evidently keen to make
financial gains whilst maintaining public
services but we must not allow short term
goals to have a lasting negative effect on
the townscape in Marylebone. The above
sites are extremely valuable, complex and
inter-dependent; they are within an
important historic yet vibrant, changing
neighbourhood and deserve the ‘joined-up
thinking’ politicians always state they are
so good at. Westminster has promised to
keep us fully informed and a follow up
session with local councillors is scheduled
to continue the debate on the future of
these sites. If you have any suggestions,
comments, ideas or questions you would
like us to raise at that meeting please send
them to: mail@stmarylebonesociety.org 
Gaby Higgs 
June 2011The Society’s stand at the Summer Fayre.

A Master Plan for Westminster? The four key sites under review.

Westminster-owned site under review
and also suggested as a possible site for
the new library; although as currently
submitted for Planning Approval the
proposals include only flats, private
health club, shops and a Westminster
Street Refuse Department. The new
development would necessitate the
removal of two mature trees from
Paddington Gardens, but in compensation

It is imperative that intensification of uses
on the Moxon Street site does not result
in over-development in order to make it
economically viable. Following
consultation in 2008 Fielden Clegg
Architects produced three master plan
options for the site which we considered
oversized, too bulky, monolithic and did
not resolve the many complex issues in
this location. Everyone we have spoken to
wants part of the site to remain open as a
public square, for the farmers’ market to
remain and for any new buildings to
respect the prevailing Georgian ‘grain’ and
existing scale and building heights. 
Living in such a tight-knit urban
community makes us treasure the public
green spaces we share and this passion to
protect such amenity is clearly
demonstrated by residents in Luxborough
Tower who have started a campaign, ‘Save
Our Space’, collecting over 800 signatures
to renovate their playground rather than
see it developed by City West Homes as
flats.
The modern design of Luxborough Tower
is based on a principle established by the
French architect Le Corbusier; building
tall allows as much of the site as possible
at ground level to remain open, green
landscape. This creates the setting for the
block, provides communal gardens for its
residents and, in this location, visually
connects Luxborough Street with
Paddington Gardens. If the playground
could be renovated and physically linked
to Paddington Gardens by a footpath this
could create a convenient pedestrian short
cut and also solve the anti-social problems
that this part of the garden suffers due to
it being a ‘dead-end’.
On the west side of Paddington Gardens is
Chiltern Street Car Park, another major
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This year’s Planning Walk was attended
by 10 planning & enforcement officers
from Westminster’s North Planning
Team, Mr Nick Biddle from The Royal
Parks, and our own planning
subcommittee members. We met up in
the Wesley Memorial Garden to update
everyone on our progress with
restoring the garden: we now have
most of the permissions required to
rebuild the lost wall, and we hope to
undertake this next year, as work has to
be carried out during school holidays,
so as not to interfere with the school
activities next door.  

We had a quick look at the public art
installed on the new London Clinic
building, a wall relief depicting a
microsopic organism, and then crossed
the Marylebone Road and walked
through to the Royal Academy of Music,
where we looked at the modern barrel
vault extension, “Music Collections and
Performance Centre” (2002), and the
recently added “Void Practice Rooms”,
both by John McAslan and Partners, and
both in a restrained modern idiom
which works well with the listed Nash
terraces and original 1911 RAM
building.  

We stopped at York Gate to note that
there is a Protected View of St
Marylebone Parish Church (Thomas.
Hardwick, 1813-17) from York Bridge,
and also to say that we are looking
forward to the replacement of the
existing park gates here with the fine
1950s ones from Hyde Park.
Permission has been granted for this.

We then walked along York Terrace
West (Nash, 1822), to Allsop Place,
where there has been a lot of building
works recently: the Cornwall Terrace
refurbishment is now complete and the
houses are on the market. This is the
earliest Nash terrace, built in1820-1.
Cornwall House, the new apartment
block adjacent to Chiltern Court, is now
complete and some flats are already
occupied.  Public art at the entrance
consists of a curved enamelled screen.  

We also looked at the ‘Bus Drivers’
Building’ at no.15-17. This is an
interesting little modern building (1949)
by Thomas Bilbow, who later worked
with Adie Button & Partners on the
extraordinary Streatham Bus Garage.
Currently the beautiful curved stairwell
window on this building is being
replaced, thanks partly to our
intervention, with an exact replica by
Crittall, the original manufacturer,
rather than the rather ugly faceted
modern design first proposed by
London Transport.  

A couple of the planning officers were
invited into Chalfont Court by Mrs
Brenda Naylor to look at the new lights
for the Metropolitan line platforms,
which are not in keeping with the listed
Baker Street Station canopies, and
increase the clutter on the platforms.

We walked down Baker Street to
Berkeley Court where we asked about
the scaffolding canopy which has been
in place for many years because facade
repairs have still not been completed.
There is still no news on the completion

of this project. We also remarked on the
loss of the 1980s Po-Mo shopfront on
the North East Corner of this building,
which we felt had greatly enriched the
streetscape. Architectural detailing
from this era is not yet appreciated or
protected, and many such examples are
already being lost. In this case, the
replacement consists of bland, bronze-
framed windows for a new Pret a
Manger. We objected to this, and even
contacted Pret, and asked them to keep
the existing facade, but this request was
not heeded. As the building is not listed,
we were unable to make any further
headway. Another current issue at
Berkeley Court is a recent application
for premises on the Marylebone Road
frontage to house an internet café and
an all-night minicab booking office. We
have received a number of objections
from local residents who envisage
minicabs idling in Melcombe Street and
Clarence Gate Gardens at all hours,
causing noise and nuisance. We have
passed these objections on to the
Planning Department.

Dorset House was our next stop: there
are currently a number of shopfront
changes proposed, and some problems
with unauthorised canopies and chairs
and tables. This interesting mansion
block is listed, and we feel that there
should be a set of standards for the
signage and treatment of the shopfronts
to enhance the building.

PLANNING WALK 2011

The Public Art outside the new London Clinic.

North Team Amanda Coulson and Alistair Taylor discuss
the LBS  proposals with Greg Smith, planning consultant,
Nick Biddle of Regent’s Park and St Marylebone Society
member, Ian Wylie.

The walk party outside LBS.
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Our Haarlem guests at Canary Wharf.

HISTORISCHE VERENIGING HAERLEM

This month we had a return visit from the
Haarlem Historical Society, who have a
very strong interest in urban and
architectural matters. Six members visited
London for a few days, and members of our
planning committee showed them a little of
our city. 
Starting from Marylebone Station, we took
them along Church Street to discuss the
regeneration plans for the area, stopping at
the Lisson Gallery and architect Terry
Farrell’s office along the way, so that they
could see models of some of his
masterplans for London. We were kindly
given a short tour of the brand new City of
Westminster College at Paddington Green
by the Vice Principal, David Pigden. This
building, which incorporates a public
theatre and café, is looking splendid and is

being used with great enthusiasm by the
students.  A great place to learn!
After a quick lunch at the college café, we
strolled through the Paddington Basin
development [masterplanned by Farrell’s],
and then took the underground to
Embankment for a Clipper trip to
Greenwich. This is a very good way of
getting an idea of the layout and size of
London, and I strongly recommend it to
anyone who hasn’t done it yet.  At
Greenwich we climbed the hill to the
observatory where of course a few of the
party couldn’t resist straddling the zero
meridian, before stopping for a drink at a
riverside pub. After that we all took the DLR
to Canary Wharf and had a look at the
business district, and Foster’s impressive
tube station for the Jubilee line, before
returning to Marylebone for dinner.  
The following day we showed them Regent’s
Park and some of the Nash terraces, partly
because the St Marylebone Society was
formed to save them from demolition after
WWII. We saw a peacock in the secret
garden of St John’s Lodge, which was
(according to the local press) AWOL from
Holland Park, and searching for a mate. 
We strolled through the rose garden and
walked towards Marylebone High Street,
stopping at York Bridge to discuss the
Protected View of St Marylebone Parish
Church, and then proceeded down to the
Wallace Collection. Members of the society
were really stunned by the quality of the
paintings in the Wallace Collection,

especially those Dutch paintings still on
display during refurbishment. It is easy to
forget how lucky we are to have this fine
collection in our area.  
After that, our visitors saw various things on
their own, such as the London Eye, the
Soane Museum, and St Paul’s Cathedral and
Paternoster Square. Two of our guests even
managed to squeeze in a meeting with some
planning officers at City Hall to discuss
Westminster’s approach to Protected Views,
a subject of particular interest to them, as
they are now establishing some similarly
protected views for the historic centre of
Haarlem. In all it was a very enjoyable visit,
and an opportunity to exchange views and
show off our area. Our thanks to everyone
who helped organise this, and to the
Haarlem society members for being such
entertaining guests.
(Website for their society is
http://www.haerlem.nl/)

The London Business School was our
next stop. LBS, now in desperate need
of more space, have just submitted a
major proposal to refurbish their
premises in Sussex Place/Park Road
(Nash, 1822, converted in the 1960s by
B & N Westwood, Piet & Ptnrs). Their
plans include an underground
auditorium beneath the gardens on the
park side of the Nash building, and new
buildings within the current atrium
garden space between the two main
buildings. While the plans do provide
significant extra space, we felt that they
were architecturally unresolved, and
stylistically incoherent. Nearby
residents are worried about the
servicing plans, and also the effects of
building the underground auditorium
on trees and the water table. In fact
there are no problems with the water
table in this area, Thames Water have
confirmed, but if the project proceeds,
there will be some trees lost, although
the largest ones at the East perimeter

of the garden appear to be safe. LBS
was kind enough to let us look at the
architectural model for this proposal
when we visited, for which many
thanks. On our way to have dinner at
the café in Regent’s Park, we stopped
briefly at the adjacent Royal College of
Obstetricians and Gynaecologists
which already has an underground
lecture theatre which is rather
successful. (1999, Nicholas Hare
Archts.) Given this precedent, it is
unlikely that the LBS proposal for
something similar would be refused.

Our party then walked through
Regent’s Park to the garden café, and
the event ended with dinner and a short
talk by Mr Biddle about recent projects
in the park, including the new meadow
(where the old golf school used to be),
and various projects in the Zoo. There
is also a project to upgrade the
workshops and entrance to the open air
theatre which we strongly supported,
and which will proceed early next year.

Many thanks to Mr Biddle and to the
North Planning Team from WCC, who
attend this event year after year,
answer our questions and respond to
our concerns. Also thanks to John
Walker, Operational Director for
Development Planning at WCC, who
originally suggested this event, and who
managed to come to part of this one
despite having another long meeting to
attend first!

Cynthia Poole

Nick Biddle at the Garden Café.

Haarlem visitors with David Pigden (second from left),
deputy principle of CWC.
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extreme simplification of form.  Born in
1900, he followed his education by
working on the British Pavilion for the
Paris Exhibition of 1925 and it was here
that his architectural horizons began to
expand. 
It transpired that Scarlett’s first
commission would be his most well-
known design. The white cubic villa
Starlock in Rye, East Sussex was less
revolutionary than its contemporary,
High and Over in Amersham, by the
New Zealander Amyas Connell, which
is widely thought to be the first
Modernist house in this country.
However, Starlock was none the less
considerably advanced for the time and
is sure to have caused a ripple of
disapproval in straight-laced Rye. At the
time Modernism’s white, concrete, flat-
roofed blocks were widely criticised,
with John Betjeman commenting that
High and Over “scandalised the whole
of Buckinghamshire”, and Country Life
writing that "Houses of this type can
never fit into the English landscape in
the same way as buildings constructed

Rising above a non-descript row of
shops on the Old Marylebone Road, few
would recognise the architectural merit
of the unassuming apartment block
Wallace Court. In fact, the building is
one of Marylebone’s 1930s gems,
designed by Frank Scarlett, an architect
at the forefront of the Modern
Movement in Britain. Six floors of six
flats per floor crown the initial layer of
shops, topped by a single, large flat for
the owner. This apartment has a façade
of white brick which distinguishes it
from the silver-grey facing of the
Marylebone Road frontage and opens
onto a roof garden. The rest of the flats
have specially designed windows
offering large expanses of glass, and
French doors to the balconies. 
Scarlett belonged to the generation of
architects who were classically trained
but put their traditional backgrounds
aside early in their careers in order to
work towards a British version of the
innovative International Style that was
sweeping the Continent, characterised
by the rejection of ornament and an

of local materials and in traditional
styles." Despite this initial resistance,
the house was later praised by Nikolaus
Pevsner as one of the first white cubic
buildings in England which historians
ought not the neglect and it was finally
listed in 1997. 

Frank Scarlett.
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Scarlett followed this initial daring foray
with a number of equally advanced
buildings throughout the 1930s
including Ormonde Court in Putney,
Wellesley Court in Maida Vale, and
Wallace Court in Marylebone. After the
war however, Scarlett’s style became
less adventurous and he was much in
demand for restoration projects. He
designed several more significant
buildings, including the Dental
Association Headquarters on Wimpole
Street (1966) and the Cavendish
Conference Centre in Devonshire
Mews for the National Federation of
Building Trades Employers (1973),
before his death in 1981 but Starlock
would remain his masterpiece. 
In contrast, on the opposite side of the
road, another 1930s building is
receiving a very different treatment.
The Edison, a six storey building at 223-
231 Old Marylebone Road, was
mouldering in obscurity until the

Manhattan Loft Association – recent
renovators of the Midland Grand Hotel
at St Pancras – asked the architects
Adjaye Associates to redevelop the
structure as an office building. Efforts
have been made to preserve the
character of the building. Inside, the Art
Deco fittings remain, as do the original
concrete floors, columns and ceilings.
Externally, the brick frontage has also
been retained, though its appearance
has been radically transformed by a dark
stain, eliminating the white render that
had previously picked out the
decorations, columns and window
surrounds. The interior has been
designed to give an industrial effect and
the top floor has been turned into a
penthouse with floor to ceiling glazing
at the rear opening on to a terrace.
It is interesting to compare these two
remnants of a past era, and to see how
they fit into today’s built environment.
Wallace Court remains unchanged,
though perhaps a little forlorn, while
The Edison has been rejuvenated, and
altered, to better fit the needs of the
current occupants. 
Justine Sambrook

The St Marylebone Society planning
committee regularly comments on
applications for refurbishment and
alterations to similar typical 1930s
blocks of flats; now over 70 years old and
needing repairs and upgrading to today's
standards.
Whilst only exceptional blocks are Grade 2
listed, such as Dorset House, we believe
that these building typologies have an
intrinsic period character and make a
positive 20th century contribution to our
historic Conservation Area character.
We support Westminster’s conservation

officers and hope to persuade owners that
they should respect the original design and
sensitively restore the building fabric. For
example, original W20 window frames
can be reinstated with modern double
glazed metal frames and should not be
replaced with upvc or aluminium, which
completely change the scale and
proportion of the elevations. Balcony
handrails which no longer comply with
building regulations in terms of height
need careful attention and shop fronts
associated with the blocks should be
considered as part of the whole. Flat roofs,
communal heating (usually involving
asbestos) and redundant 'servants
quarters' are extremely problematic and
expensive for freeholders to deal with.
Luckily, these well designed, spacious
flats are in prime locations and are
extremely desirable properties to which
considered, good quality materials and
design will further increase their value.
Gaby Higgs

Wellesley Court, Maida Vale, staircase.

Wallace Court today

Wallace Court balcony.

Edison House.
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Dickens had taught himself shorthand whilst
working as a clerk and, having got an
introduction through a distant relative who
was a freelance reporter at the Doctors’
Common (a civil court), Dickens gained
employment reporting on the legal
proceedings. He later moved on to
Parliamentary reporting and, via journalism,
to novel writing. As Dr Richardson pointed
out, 10 Norfolk Street (now renamed 22
Cleveland Street), was just 9 doors from the
Cleveland Street workhouse and Dickens had
lived there on two occasions. It was his first
London home from c1815-1817 (when he was
3-5) and he returned to it for a longer period,
starting in 1829 (when he was in his late
teens). One of Dickens’s early novels, “Oliver
Twist”, is about an orphan who spends his
early life in a workhouse, and it was argued by
Dr Richardson and others that the nearby
Cleveland Street workhouse must at some
level have acted as a model for the workhouse
in Oliver Twist.  The world’s media picked up
on the story and asserted as a categorical fact

that Oliver Twist’s workhouse was based on
the one in Cleveland Street.  However, Dr
Richardson was saying something more
nuanced, she is well aware that fictional
creations have multiple sources and indeed
pointed out that the workhouse in Oliver
Twist was situated in a town 75 miles north of
London.  Nevertheless, living so close to the
Cleveland Street workhouse (at two points in
his life) must have played some role in
forming Dickens’s imaginative concept of a
workhouse. In addition, as Dr Richardson
pointed out, when Dickens suffered the
trauma of being sent to work in Warren’s boot
blacking factory at the age of 11, whilst his
father was in the Marshalsea debtor’s prison,
it was entirely possible that he would have
been working alongside boys who had been
apprenticed there from the Cleveland Street
workhouse, as the factory fell within its
catchment area.       
Both in his journalism and his novels 
Dickens showed a great curiosity for
workhouses/orphanages/prisons and he often
wrote about such institutions nearby where
he lived. In Doughty Street he lived round the
corner from The Foundling Hospital, and in
Little Dorrit he has the Meagles adopt
Tattycoram from there.  While living at 1
Devonshire Terrace, close to the St
Marylebone workhouse, he took a tour of it,
and published an account of his visit in 1850
(we republished an edited version of that in

our spring 2010 Newsletter). Earlier in his
life Dickens had lodged in Lant Street,
Southwark, while his father was in the nearby
Marshalsea, which is also where Amy
Dorrit’s father was imprisoned in Little
Dorrit.  Interestingly, Southwark Council’s
website says that the workhouse that once
stood in Mint Street (Southwark), close to
Dickens’s lodgings in Lant Street, “is thought
to be the model” for Oliver Twist’s
workhouse. It is a game we can all play, but
the truth is that all Dickens’s varied
experiences were drawn on and synthesised
in his conscious and unconscious mind to give
us the memorable characters and institutions
that populate his fiction.   
Mike Wood
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In mid-April Dr Ruth Richardson gave a very
well-attended talk on the former Cleveland
Street workhouse. To prevent its demolition
many of you had signed a petition to get the
building listed and indeed a Grade II listing had
been granted the previous month.
It was not the architectural merit of the
workhouse that got it listed but primarily its
cultural and social importance, that and the
fact that it is one of only three parish
workhouses to survive from 18th century
London. The workhouse was originally built in
1775-78 as the workhouse of the parish of St
Paul, Covent Garden, possibly to the design of
Edward Palmer, the surveyor to the Duke of
Bedford. In 1802 and 1819 Thomas Hardwick
(the architect of St Marylebone Parish
Church) designed an infectious diseases ward
and an infirmary – but these additions no
longer survive. There are later ward blocks
attached to the rear of the 18th century
building, but the listing deems these not to be
of special architectural or historic interest.  
Following the Poor Law Amendment Act of
1834, Commissioners were given powers to
form “poor law unions” by grouping parishes
together. In 1836, under the new act, the
building became the workhouse for the Strand
Poor Law Union, which served four separate
parishes – this is why the building is
sometimes referred to as the Strand Union
workhouse. The building was finally
incorporated into the Middlesex Hospital 
in 1926, which itself became part of the NHS
in 1948.  
The conditions in the Cleveland Street
workhouse were notoriously bad and it
featured prominently in mid-19th century
moves to reform workhouses. In 1856 
Dr Joseph Rogers was appointed as the

Medical Officer and the appalling conditions
he found there were to propel him into a
lifelong mission as a healthcare reformer. He
was a deeply humane man who believed in
treating the health-needs of the inmates like
any other patients. In 1889 Dr Rogers
published a remarkable account,
“Reminiscences of a Workhouse Medical Officer”,
which offers a unique insight into the
functioning of the Cleveland Street
Workhouse – a facsimile edition 
is now available on the web
(www.archive.org/stream/josephrogersmdre0
0roge#page/m5/mode/2up). This acts as a
fascinating companion piece to the society’s
publication: “St Marylebone Workhouse”.      
But it is not Dr Roger’s association with the
Cleveland Street workhouse that received
most attention in the campaign to have it
listed, but that of Charles Dickens. 
Dr Richardson had come across a calling card
that Dickens had had printed in 1830, when he
was just 18, which gave his address as 10
Norfolk Street, and his profession as
Shorthand Writer.  

The former Cleveland Street workhouse.

Colin Amery and Ruth Richardson.

Dickens’s house at 10 Norfolk Street (now 22 Cleveland
Street) – it used to be in Marylebone, but is now in Camden.

THE SAVING OF THE
CLEVELAND STREET WORKHOUSE
AND THE DICKENS CONNECTION



although not yet on line, it is available at all
good libraries (including Marylebone).
Work has begun on Middlesex XIV, The City
of Westminster: Local Government and Social
Life – due for publication in 2013. And the
set will be rounded off in 2016 with
Middlesex XV, The City of Westminster:
Topography and Economic Life.    
In order to raise funds for the VCR’s
Westminster volumes, Westminster City
Council’s former Lord Mayor, Cllr. Judith
Warner, has launched The Westminster
History Club. The plan is to organise social
events (four a year) where members can
meet over a glass of wine in the Lord
Mayor’s Reception Rooms at City Hall and
listen to a talk on some aspect of the history
of Westminster by a guest speaker. The first
talk is at 7.00pm on Tuesday 27th
September 2011. It will be given by
Professor Tom Beaumont James and is
entitled: “The impact of the plague in the 14th
century on the governance, court and economy
of Westminster”. 
Future lectures are hoped to include:
“Customers, secrets, cloth and waistlines”
(delivered by a speaker from Henry Poole of
Savile Row), “Dressing the altars: patrons
and plate 1600-1800” and Westminster
Abbey: a thousand years of craftsmanship,
materials and challenges”.
Tickets for each lecture cost £10 – 
for more information please contact 
Cllr. Judith Warner at:
jwarner.westminster@hotmail.com

The VCH is self-avowedly a county history,
devoted essentially to local history, so it has
never been quite sure how to handle the
nation’s capital. Initially it planned to treat
London as so many parts of the ancient
counties around London (Middlesex, Essex
and Surrey). It was then decided to compile
3 volumes on London, defined as “London
within the Bars, Southwark borough, and
the ancient parish of Westminster”. The
first volume on London duly appeared in
1909, but then the plan for the further
London volumes was abandoned. Later
editors commented that Westminster had
borne different meanings at different times
and that “the ancient parish of
Westminster” used in the definition of
London “has no precise meaning at all”.
It was time to revert to plan A and the outer
parishes of north London were picked off as
the Big Red Books on Middlesex advanced
remorselessly inwards, notwithstanding the
fact that Middlesex no longer exists as an
administrative entity. Indeed, in Middlesex
IX they reached to the very borders of
Marylebone. Perversely, that volume dealt
only with that part of St John’s Wood’s Eyre
Estate that fell within Hampstead. The
VCH has now bitten the bullet and is finally
tackling Westminster, but sadly, since they
are clinging to an out of date definition of
Westminster (i.e. pre-1965), Marylebone
will not feature in any of the three planned
volumes. The first volume, Middlesex XIII,
The City of Westminster: Landownership and
Religious Life, was published in 2009 and,

The “Victoria County History” (VCH) is a
grand encyclopaedic history of England that,
112 years after it was initiated and dedicated
to Queen Victoria, is still a work in progress.
For over a century its physical embodiment
has taken the form of imposing red volumes,
which have graced public libraries up 
and down the land. In a concession to 
access and the 21st century the VCH 
also has a presence on the web
(www.victoriacountyhistory.ac.uk), where
the text of the “Big Red Books” appears,
supplemented by specially written thematic
material, complete with PDFs, thumbnails
and Google maps, as well as projects for
public involvement.

The VCH’s dedication to Queen Victoria.

THE VICTORIA COUNTY HISTORY AND
THE WESTMINSTER HISTORY CLUB

Writer and art historian, Mireille
Galinou, is the inspiration behind a pop-
up “cultural café” that has appeared at 7
Queen’s Terrace, St John’s Wood, just
behind the shortly-to-be-redeveloped
barracks. Part café, part exhibition
space, it is currently host to “Café Jiro”
– a multi-panel mural by Japanese-born
(London art school trained) Jiro Osuga.
The Café Jiro murals, cleverly
stretchered onto the walls of the
Queen’s Terrace Café, are adapted from
an art work previously exhibited at the
Flowers Gallery in Cork Street. In its
new incarnation, Jiro has painted
additional panels, including a view of

the flats opposite the Queen’s Terrace
Café. The sharp-eyed will also spot
Mireille acting as a barista in the panel
pictured above.     
The Queen’s Terrace Café is open Mon-
Sat, 9.00 a.m. – 6.00 p.m., the Café Jiro
exhibit runs until 26th August 2011 – it
is well worth going to see and the coffee
is pretty good too.

NEW ART VENUE IN
ST JOHN’S WOOD –
WITH AN ACE CAFÉ

ATTACHED

We recently had an email
from an Oxfam shop in
Swindon which had
received an unusual
donation; a cast iron
plaque, nine inches across,

depicting the Virgin and
Child with waves beneath and

inscribed “Borough of Marylebone 1896”.
Richard Bowden, Portman Estate archivist,
commented" What a curiosity. It looks
familiar. I think it could be even the original
design for the proposed seal for the new
metropolitan borough".
We contacted City of Westminster Archivist,
Alison Kenney, who explained that the
borough council was only set up in 1900. It
was suggested that it might have been a test
piece. 
We are proposing to offer a donation for the
plaque and would like suggestions as to
where it might be located and whether anyone
is able to shed further light on the matter?

A MYSTERY PLAQUE?

Artist, Jiro Osuga, in front of his engagingly playful café
within a café mural.
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which, I suggest, could be duplicated on
platforms 1-2.
Appalled as I had been to see THREE tall,
double headed, motorway-type lamp
standards installed on platforms 1-2 with
SIX large white lamps crowding in front
of, and partly obscuring, the old wooden
canopy, even worse was to follow: I now
look out onto even higher and more
unsuitable light fittings like Spanish 
hats with TWELVE powerful uplighter
bulbs where TWO would have sufficed,
emitting light that seems too high to be of
much use and creating bands of light and
shade across the platforms way below.
Whatever happened to good and
appropriate design and economy?  
Brenda Naylor

Baker Street Station, one of the first
underground railway stations in the world
– and now Grade II* listed by English
Heritage – was sensitively restored in
1983 to the original designs. My flat
overlooks the Metropolitan line tracks
and I observed with interest recent works
undertaken to extend platforms 1-4 north
of the canopied originals, and with dismay
the new lighting which looks to me not
only wrong but also wasteful.

We are talking about the two small areas
approximately 75' x 12' in total, separated
by rail track and now illuminated 24/7 by
lights under the platform edges.
Originally this whole area had appeared
quite adequately lit by a single small Grey
Wurnum street lamp on platforms 3-4 and

NEW LIGHTING ON THE BAKER STREET
PLATFORM EXTENSIONS

On Friday 29 April this year, some 350
Marylebone residents (plus the odd dog
and a few passers by!) assembled in
historic Glentworth Street to celebrate
the wedding of our future king and queen
in the form of a quite fantastic Street
Party! 
Street parties date back to the end of the
First World War, and have been an excuse
for a good time on many national events
ever since. When Nicki Hookings and
Simon Carter moved into Clarence Gate
Gardens – the mansion block either side
of Glentworth Street, near to Baker

Street – they commented that the road
lent itself to a perfect street party... but
needed an excuse. William popping the
question to Kate last November proved to
be that opportunity, and over the space of
little more than a couple of months they
managed to cajole some fellow residents
to put on what has been described as one
of the largest private Royal Wedding
street parties in London that day. 
The one thing that they couldn’t plan for
was the weather, and with the forecast
looking particularly bleak in the weeks
and days leading up to the event,

everyone was truly blessed when the day
dawned fine and fair, and the rain held off
for the whole day. With that sorted,
everyone got on to doing what was
intended – eating, drinking, dancing and
especially meeting new neighbours and
friends. And it is this that made the street
party so perfect – with very little
encouragement, the residents of the fine
red brick mansion block assembled in the
street, clutching their latest baked
paellas, samosas, lasagnes and cakes of
every description. Neighbours pouring
champagne for fellow neighbours – many
of whom had lived in the same block for
years, but never previously spoken. 
We were also blessed with some special
guests – Barbara Windsor (herself a
Marylebone resident) popped in, and
made a special effort to chat to everyone;
and James Whale broadcast his entire
LBC Drivetime radio show from the
street. 
And all this as the background to two
superb bands – an Irish folk band (Blag)
and a fine string quartet; a children’s
entertainer; facepainting; classic games, a
commemorative programme and a
fabulous raffle with some quite amazing
prizes donated by local businesses. And
that was what was great about the day – it
was all about local people and local
enterprises celebrating our great society. 
The question now is what comes next?
We hear talk of plans to celebrate the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in June 2012 in
a similar way, so watch this space!   
Simon Carter, (Party co-organiser)

CLARENCE GATE GARDENS’ STREET PARTY

What a party!
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ST MARYLEBONE SOCIETY PROGRAMME SUMMER 2011
Tuesday 26 July, 2pm.
The Charles Dickens Museum, 48
Doughty Street WC1. The great 19th
century novelist lived at this address
during the late 1830s. It is where he
wrote Oliver Twist and Nicholas
Nickleby. Meet outside at 1:55pm.
Entrance – £5.00. 

Friday 19 August, 2pm.
The Foundling Hospital, 40
Brunswick Square WC1. Founded by
Thomas Coram, a retired sea captain, to
provide a home and education  for some
of the many poor and destitute children
to be found in 18th century London.
Gives an insight into charitable work of
the time. Meet outside at 1.55pm –
£5.00.

Wednesday 7 September, 11am.
The Museum of Brands, Packaging
and Advertising, 2-5 Colville Mews
W11. Brand names past and present. A
trip into nostalgia. Near Portobello
Road. Meet outside at 10:55am – £4.00.

Tuesday 13th September, 10.30am.
Coffee Morning in the Library of
this recently refurbished hotel. The
Arch Hotel 50 Cumberland Place W1.

You will be directed from reception. Pay
your own way.

Tuesday 27 September, 7.00pm.
The Westminster History Club,
Mayor’s Reception Rooms, City Hall.
Talk by Prof. Tom Beaumont James. (see
p9).

Tuesday 4 October, 10.00am.
Kings Cross, 26 Pancras Road N1. An
exhibition of the masterplan and
development of the station. A talk by
Angela Jewel of Argent (Property
Developers) explaining the many
exciting, ongoing, projects at the
German Gymnasium. Free, book a
place.

Wednesday 12 October, 10.30am.
The English Speaking Union, 37
Charles Street W1. Coffee morning and
tour of Dartmouth House, Mayfair. Meet
outside at 10.30am – £3.00 Donation.

Wednesday 12 October, from
6.00pm.
Peopletravel Evening, 56 Baker
Street W1. A promotion of their travel
services to Italy, Japan and other parts of
the world with food and drink. Free to
members, book a place.

Tuesday 25th October, 10.00am.
Coffee Morning, Saporito, Melcombe
Street.

Thursday 27 October, 6.30pm.
RIBA, 66 Portland Place London W1.
“Putting on the Glitz”, The Golden
Years of British Art Deco architecture.
An exhibition of drawings from the
RIBA archives. Private view and talk.
£5.00 to include a glass of wine.

10 Downing Street
Date and time to be confirmed
A chance to visit the home of the prime
minister and see the room where the
decisions are made that shape our
history. A date has to be finalised but
please could you register your interest
in attending the trip so that we can
determine how many people are
interested. (Last time we visited 10
Downing Street we had to chose
members by ballot. So to be fair, those
who attended previously will be
excluded from applying this time).
For more information and late bookings
please contact: St Marylebone Society
Events Secretary, Douglas Temple, 
Flat 1, 7 Seymour Place, London 
W1H 5AS – 020 7723 6417.

E V E N T S

Martin Seifert with members. Members in the Conference Room.

The Society’s visit to the Medical Society of
London on 7th April 2011 was hosted by
Martin Seifert, St Marylebone Society
member, doctor and current Librarian of the
Medical Society. Seated in the oak panelled
lecture room Martin told us the fascinating
history of the Society and its founder John
Coakley Lettsom, born in the West Indies in
1744 to hardworking Quaker parents and
one of 7 sets of twins. After an
apprenticeship with an apothecary in
Yorkshire, he came to London to train as a
physician at St Thomas’s Hospital. 
Appropriately, after a refreshing cup of tea
(Lettsom qualified with a dissertation on its
medicinal properties in 1769), Martin gave
us a guided tour of the wonderful period
building in Chandos Street where the

Society has been based since 1872. Founded
in 1773 to bring together the three separate
professions who treated the sick;
physicians, surgeons and apothecaries, the
Society has played an important role in
encouraging debate and scholarly research
as well as furthering philanthropic and
humanitarian treatment of the poor and
needy. 
The cantilevered stone spiral staircase leads
from the entrance hall to a wide roof-lit
landing opening onto the three principal
rooms; Library, Fellows’ Lounge and
Council Room. Martin guided us around the
building explaining the background to the
functions of the rooms and their collections
of fascinating furniture and art works. The
Council Room is home to a painting of

Lettsom and his family at their country
house in Grove Hill, Camberwell and in the
Fellows’ Lounge the The Founders’ Picture
of 1800 by Samuel Medley depicts 22
members wearing wigs and dress of the
period grouped about a table. The library is
now known as the Conference Room, used
for lectures and with the plaque from the
Society’s original headquarters in Bolt
Court (1788) above the dais representing
the true science of medicine over the often
dishonest medical quackery at that time.
The large and important medical reference
library the Society had built up over the
years proved difficult to conserve and many
valuable books are no longer in Chandos
House. Much has been bequeathed to the
Wellcome Historical Library where the
books, documents and papers can be cared
for and are readily accessible. 
Today the Medical Society of London
continues to thrive with a programme of
lectures and an association of members from
all over the world united in their passion for
learning and medicine. Chandos House is
part of the medical centre of excellence
which prevails today in Harley Street and is
an intrinsic and important part of
Marylebone’s history and future.



Another wonderful 50 photographs of
Marylebone on St George’s Day were
selected from over 250 entries to be
exhibited at the Art in Marylebone
exhibition at The American University
on Marylebone High Street.  

Judges Adam Butler (Photographer),
Robert Elwall (RIBA Photographs
Curator), Alex Melman (Director of
Photography) and Viel Richardson
(Marylebone Journal) expertly chose
images which both represented an
interesting aspect of Marylebone and
were technically competent.  

The overall winner was St Marylebone
Society member, John Bornholt, who
captured the half dream-like
atmosphere of early morning in
Marylebone, as the city wakes up. 
His photograph of a taxi on Weymouth
Street has an ambiguity, a timeless
quality of light and scale which gives it a
feeling of long lost downtown
Manhattan. John received his prize and
congratulations from Dame Rosalind
Savill, director of the Wallace
Collection. 

Runners up were Jacynth Menard with
‘Lonely Train’, an image of Marylebone
Station deserted as St George’s Day fell
on the Easter bank holiday this year.
This didn’t stop The Gunmakers public
house celebrating in traditional red and
white style, where Lorraine Botbol
snapped ‘Martin Celebrating in
Churchillian Style’. Her image intrigued
the judges and there was much
discussion as to whether the image had
been set up or altered digitally.
Lorraine, a professional photographer,
confirmed that the shot was entirely
caught by chance. 

Thanks to everyone involved, the show
was another resounding success with St
Marylebone Society member Tony
Frazer Price at the helm of a team of
wonderfully professional and creative
people. A book of the 50 winning
pictures is available and costs £19.50.
This can be ordered via the website
www.artinmarylebone.com 

‘Early Morning Light’, the winning photo by John Bornholt.

Third place, Lorraine Botbol.

Published by the St. Marylebone Society, July 2011. © St Marylebone Society.

CHILDREN’S ART
COMPETITION 2011

This is again scheduled to take place in
the Autumn with an exhibition on 16
October at Marylebone Station. This year
the theme is ‘Marylebone in the
Future’. A flyer is included in this
newsletter. Please encourage your
children, grandchildren, nephews, nieces
and friends to join in. They can paint,
sketch, model, photograph or collage an
artwork that imagines what Marylebone
will look like in the future.
Entries to be handed in by 30th
September making this an excellent
summer holiday project.

A R T I N M A R Y L E B O N E


